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PRESS RELEASE 
 
Greiner AG expands Executive Board 
 

» Group establishes third Board division as of January 1, 2023. Manfred Stanek, previ-

ously CEO of the Greiner Packaging division, to become Chief Operating Officer (COO) 

of Greiner AG 

» Jürgen Kleinrath, previously joint interim CEO of the foam group NEVEON together 

with Greiner AG’s CEO Axel Kühner, became its sole permanent CEO as of 1 July 

 
 
Vienna/Kremsmünster, July 6, 2022 – “We have laid important foundations for the future of Greiner,” 
said Axel Kühner (CEO of Greiner AG) at the announcement of changes in the management of Greiner 
AG and the foam group NEVEON today (Wednesday). Starting from January 1, 2023, Greiner AG will 
have a new, third Executive Board position. Manfred Stanek, the current CEO of Greiner Packaging, 
will become part of the Greiner AG Executive Board as Chief Operating Officer. In addition, Jürgen 
Kleinrath has been heading Greiner’s foam group NEVEON in the sole CEO role since July 1, 2022 al-
ready. Over the preceding three months, he had managed NEVEON jointly with Axel Kühner as co-
CEO.  
 
“We are delighted to be able to strengthen the Greiner management team at different levels with 
highly skilled and outstanding individuals. We are convinced that Manfred Stanek and Jürgen Kleinrath 
are the right people to lead Greiner and its divisions to further success and into a sustainable future,” 
say Greiner AG CEO Axel Kühner and CFO Hannes Moser in unison.  
 
Following Manfred Stanek’s appointment to the Executive Board, Greiner will be managed by three 
Executive Board members for the first time in the company’s history. The newly created position fo-
cuses on the strategic further development of the Greiner Packaging, NEVEON, and Greiner Bio-One 
divisions. In his new role, Manfred Stanek will also monitor the performance of the three operating 
divisions. Stanek will also be responsible for IT and strategic purchasing at Greiner.  
 
Since 2016, Manfred Stanek (53) has been the CEO of Greiner Packaging, which produces plastic pack-
aging in the food and non-food sector and has more than 4,900 employees worldwide. Hailing from 
Vienna, he has more than 25 years of international management experience (including in the US and 
Brazil) with a focus on sales, marketing, and strategic business development. Before joining Greiner, 
Stanek worked in various different management positions at the US aluminum group Novelis. Prior to 
that, Stanek managed the zinc producer U.S. Zinc as CEO. The father-of-three holds a degree from the 
Vienna University of Economics and Business (MBA) and has completed an Executive Education Pro-
gram at the French business school INSEAD. 
 
“Manfred Stanek has excellent knowledge of Greiner, its values, and its divisions. As CEO of Greiner 
Packaging, he has impressively developed the company and made it more profitable over the past 
years He brings visions and ideas that fit just right with Greiner. For all of these reasons, he is the per-
fect choice for us to help us achieve the major challenges of the future and our sustainability trans-
formation,” says Greiner CEO Kühner. It has not yet been decided who will take over from him as head 
of the Greiner Packaging division at the start of next year. 
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As of July 1, 2022 already, Jürgen Kleinrath took on the role of sole division manager of the foam 
group NEVEON. After the management of NEVEON had become vacant in mid-March this year, Group 
CEO Axel Kühner and Jürgen Kleinrath, previously Chief Commercial Officer of NEVEON, acted as its 
joint managers on an interim basis. On June 30, 2022, Kühner withdrew from operating business again 
and assigned sole responsibility for the management of the NEVEON division to Kleinrath.  
 
Jürgen Kleinrath (49) has many years of experience in various industrial sectors. From 2014 to 2019, 
he served as Managing Director at the ink manufacturer Sun Chemicals, prior to which he held a man-
agement position at the packaging and paper company Mondi. From 2019 to 2021, Kleinrath was CEO 
of the foam company Eurofoam, which was fully acquired by Greiner in 2020. The father-of-two has 
completed an EMBA at the University for Continuing Education Krems. “Jürgen Kleinrath is an out-
standing individual and a fantastic manager. And as the former CEO of Eurofoam, he also knows 
NEVEON’s foam business better than almost anyone. All of this has convinced me that Jürgen 
Kleinrath is the right person to develop NEVEON into a world-leading integrated foam company,” con-
cludes Greiner CEO Axel Kühner.  
 

 

Selected image material can be found in the download area. The image material is available for free publication in the context 

of editorial reporting.  

 

 

About Greiner 

Based in Kremsmünster, Austria, Greiner is a world-leading plastics and foam solutions company. With the three operating 

divisions Greiner Packaging, NEVEON, and Greiner Bio-One, the company is at home in all manner of industrial sectors. Estab-

lished in 1868, the Group is now one of the leading foam producers and plastics processors for the packaging, furniture, 

sports, and automotive industries as well as medical technology and the pharmaceutical sector. In fiscal 2021, Greiner gener-

ated turnover of EUR 2.27 billion, and had over 11,000 employees at 129 sites in 33 countries. The CEO is Axel Kühner, and 

the CFO is Hannes Moser. 

www.greiner.com  

 

 

About Greiner Packaging 

Greiner Packaging is one of the leading European manufacturers of plastic packaging in the food and non-food sector. For 

over 60 years, the company has stood for high solution expertise in development, design, production, and decoration. 

Greiner Packaging meets the challenges of the market with two business units: Packaging and Assistec. While the former 

stands for innovative packaging solutions, the latter focuses on the production of customized technical parts. Greiner Packag-

ing has over 4,900 employees at more than 30 sites in 19 countries worldwide. In 2021 the company generated annual turn-

over of EUR 772 million (including joint ventures), representing almost 35% of Greiner’s total turnover. 

www.greiner-gpi.com  

 

 

About NEVEON  

NEVEON is a world-leading, integrated foam company that offers outstanding soft and composite polyurethane foams for a 

wide variety of uses – from comfort to the mobility sector to various different special applications. NEVEON is part of the 

Greiner Group and pursues the goal of helping to enhance quality of life globally with its products. With 55 sites in 17 coun-

tries, the foam specialist guarantees customer proximity, very short delivery times, and top quality. In fiscal 2021, NEVEON 

generated turnover of EUR 735 million and had over 3,400 employees. 

www.neveon.com  
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Media contact 

Greiner AG 

Stefan Grafenhorst, Global Head of Sustainability & Corporate Affairs  

Mobile: +43 664 8850 8951 

E-mail: presse@greiner.com 
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